


Jamieson Unveils
Tom Lamb Statue
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By BARRY MULLIN

THE PAS, Man. (Staff)
When does an airport officially
get a new name?

Answer: When a transpor-
fation minister unofficially
gives it one.

Transport Minister Don Ja-
mieson officially opened the
slightly used air terminal here
Wednesday and after several
jokes and a fitting tribute to
one of Manitoba’s pioneer avia-
tors, Tom Lamb, the minister
unofficially dubbed the airport
“Tom Lamb Field.”

However for the record book
the airport at The Pas will still
be listed as The Pas Municipal
Airport. That’s what the sign
says on the building anyway. |

However Mr. Jamieson, disre- |
garding federal policies in nam-
ing airports after well-known
Canadians, said he will always
refer to this airport as'the Tom
Lamb Field. The federal trans-
portation department policy on
naming airports was set up so
that no confusion or mname
changing would have to take
place on flight maps. Thus all
Canadian airports are referred
to under the town’s name.

To officially open the airport
and dedicate it to the memory
of one of Manitoba’s most dy-
namic pioneers, Mr. Jamieson
unveiled a sculpture in memory
of Mr. Lamb.

The large bronze work, which
is now only a fibreglass replica
of the real work to come, was
done by Winnipeg sculpture Leo
Mol. Mr. Mol, who was com-
missioned last fall by the Lamb
family and the federal govern-
ment, said before the unveiling
ceremonies that the 500 to 600
pound bronze model will be
finished in about six to eight
weeks.

The work shows a man pull-
ing on a propeller. Mr. Mol
explained he wanted to create
the difficult times pioneer avia-
tors faced when starting their
aircraft by hand, which meant
pulling on the propeller until[
the engine fired and caught. |

“I thought the propeller|
would be a certain element!
from the old days, so I got an|
exact replica of an old prop and |
checked what pilots wore in the
old days,” explained Mr. Mol.

He said the statue is not ‘‘the |

{
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exact likeness of Tom Lamb
... but symbolizes the image of
all bush pilots.”

Mr, Lamb, who died Deec. 27,
1969, while vacationing in Ha-
wail with his wife Jenny, was
noted for many other things
than his aviation exploits in|
northern Manitoba.

Born in Grand Rapids in 1898,
Mr. Lamb moved to the Moose
Lake area near The Pas in
1900. From there he became a
legend.

In the early days Mr. Lamb
hauled fish from Moose Lake
by horse-drawn sleigh but his
foresight told him that a speed-
ier method of transportation
was necessary.

So he purchased his first
aircraft, an old Stinson, and
from there the legends grew.

Besides his aviation exploits
Mr. Lamb started a cattle
ranch at Moose Lake, <on-
cerned himself with commercial
fishing and fur management in
the area, and was constantly at
odds with government depart-
ments to set up protective no
hunting areas for game.

Mr. Jamieson, before un-
veiling the statue, said he was
“honoring a unique Canadian
...and one of the most out-
standing pioneers in aviation.”
He placed Tom Lamb in the ex-
alted company of Lindbergh
and Earhart.

Helping Mr. Jamieson with
the ceremonies was Robert
(Bud) Simpson, Couservative
member of Parliament for
Churchill. Mr. Simpson said
Tom Lamb became a legend in
his lifetime, a feat which few
men achieve.

Industry and Commerce Min-
ister Leonard Evans represent-
ing- the provincial government

{said Tom Lamb had left his)|

mark in northern Manitoba be-
cause of his contribution to avi-|
ation, ‘“‘the essential form ofi
transportation to the north.” ;

Three of Tom Lamb’s six sons |
— Jack, Doug and Connie —|
were on hand for the ceremo-
nies as one of his three daugh-
ters, Mrs. Phyllis Gibson of The
Pas.

Bad weather delayed the ar-
rival of Greg Lamb of Thomp-
son who operates Lamb Air-
ways, the company created by
Tom Lamh in 1935.




